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in artistic expression and constructive handwork, the first attempts
to understand number and space relations, and all this is far
more easily provided for the group than for the small family.
Moreover, much of it is better used in common than individually.
The child's intellectual growth and social poise very often depend
upon his having the right material at each successive phase of
development, the right means of expression or of understanding
at the moment when he is ready to create or to learn. The
provision of the right material involves much knowledge of the
growth of children during these years, knowledge which very
few parents possess. Most parents rely upon the commercial
toy-shop for their choice and thus waste not only their own money
but the child's purposes. Nor can they as a rule easily provide
the wide variety of constructive materials and the toys embodying
an appropriate intellectual stimulus. This can, however, easily
be done in the larger group, and it is part of the technical equip-
ment of the nursery school teacher to understand the play
material needed for each phase of growth.
3. Children need not only the right play material, but skilled
help in their own efforts to learn and understand, and in their
struggles \\ith their anti-social impulses. To know what is the
right word to say to the shy or inhibited child, the angry and
destructive child, to have the right answer ready to an intellectual
problem, to see when to introduce the child to a new piece of
number apparatus, to understand when to interfere and when
to leave alone, when to check defiance or stop a quarrel, and when
to allow the child to solve his own problem, when to encourage
and when to remain silent, is not a wisdom that comes simply by
nature. Certainly it rests upon natural qualities. The nursery
school teacher no less than the mother must have love and
sympathy, natural insight and the patience to learn; but children
need more than this in their struggles with the many problems
we have glimpsed. They need true scientific understanding as
well as mother-wit and mother-love. The nursery school teacher
can often help where the mother would fail. On the other hand,
the good nursery school teacher will see the problem from the
mother's point of view as well and can often help her as much as
the child. She is not there to take the place of the mother, but to
serve both mother and child. Very often the intensity of the
child's more difficult feelings about his mother and his brothers
and sisters is lessened by the mere fact of having a friendly